Minnesota
Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board Meeting

Wednesday, June 1, 2022
10:30 A.M.
Blazing Star Room
Centennial Office Building

REGULAR SESSION AGENDA

. Approval of minutes

A. May 4, 2022

B. May 9, 2022

Chair’s report

A. 2022 meeting schedule
Executive director report
Enforcement report

Memo regarding FEC v. Cruz
Legal report

Other business

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Immediately following regular session
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Draft Minutes
May 4, 2022

STATE OF MINNESOTA
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD

May 4, 2022
St Croix Room
Centennial Office Building

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Chair Rashid.
Members present: Asp, Flynn (by telephone), Leppik, Rashid, Soule (by telephone), Swanson
Others present: Sigurdson, Engelhardt, Olson, staff; Hartshorn, counsel
MINUTES (April 6, 2022)
After discussion, the following motion was made:

Member Leppik’s motion: To approve the April 6, 2022, minutes as drafted.

Vote on motion: A roll call vote was taken. All members voted in the affirmative.

CHAIR'S REPORT

A. 2022 meeting schedule
The next Board meeting is scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 1, 2022.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’'S REPORT

Mr. Sigurdson presented members with a memorandum that is attached to and made a part of these
minutes. Mr. Sigurdson told members that 150 new state-level candidates had filed with the Board over
the past 90 days and staff are conducting compliance trainings via Webex. Mr. Sigurdson said that
holding compliance trainings via Webex has proved popular. Mr. Sigurdson stated that redistricting has
resulted in many registration amendments, terminations, and new registrations. Mr. Sigurdson told
members that staff is preparing candidate filing packets which provide state-level candidates with
information about contribution and spending limits, registration with the Board, the public subsidy
program, and reporting deadlines. Mr. Sigurdson stated that conference committees will soon discuss
the Senate and House omnibus bills that concern Chapter 10A. Mr. Sigurdson said that interviews are
being scheduled to fill the vacant legal/management analyst position.
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ENFORCEMENT REPORT

A. Waiver Requests

Late Fee/

Board

Entity Civil Report Factors and R_ecommended Member's Motion Votg on
Due Action ; Motion
Penalty Motion
Report due 4/14/2022 was filed
4/19/2022. Treasurer mistakenly
filed another copy of the
committee's 2021 year-end
report via the CFR software prior A roll call
to the due date, rather than a
1. Maroon & 2022 1st quarter report. The Approve the vote was
Gold Political q eport. staff taken. All
. 2022 1st | treasurer had not initialized the .
Action $75 LFF -y Swanson | recommendation | members
. Quarter | 2022 calendar year within the :
Committee : - for requests 1 voted in
(41233) software and did not realize the throuah 2 the
wrong report was filed until after 9 affirmative
the due date. The report is a no- '
change statement and lists a
cash balance of $880.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Waive
Treasurer mistakenly filed
another copy of the party unit's
2020 year-end report via the
CFR software on 1/19/2022,
rather than a 2021 year-end
report, which was due on A roll call
1/31/2022. Treasurer realized the Approve the vote was
2. 27th Senate 2021 ﬁgg{;g{; g?ﬁgeﬁgiﬁﬁggézhzeozo staff taken. All
District DFL $350 LFF Year- ear-end report to correct the Swanson | recommendation | members
(20324) End year P - for requests 1 voted in
ending cash balance before filing throuah 2 the
the 2021 report, so the 2021 9 affirmative

year-end report was not filed until
2/18/2022. The report is a no-
change statement and lists a
cash balance of $544.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Waive
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No-change statements due
1/31/2022 were filed three days
late resulting in LFFs of $75 for A roll call
each committee. Old treasurer vote was
_ recently ceased working for the Approve the taken. Five
3. TwinWest organization that operates each staff members
Cct:hamber of committee and that Swanson | recommendation | voted in
ommerce organization's staff believed the for requests 3 the
PAC (70013) reports had been filed. New through 4 affirmative
treasurer logged into the CFR Asp '
software the day the reports were abstained.
due and saw a message stating
the reports had already been
filed. Board staff believe that the
2021 old treasurer never initialized the
$150 LFFs Year- 2021 calendar year and the new
End treasurer saw that message
because she had mistakenly
logged into the 2020 calendar A roll call
year. After realizing the reports vote was
4 TwinWest had not been filed, the new Approve the taken. Five
.Buvg:zesis treasurer promptly filed no- staff members
change statements, amended the | Swanson | recommendation | voted in
Advocacy Fund committees' registration for requests 3 the
(41117) information, and stated that they through 4 affirmative,
intend to terminate each Asp
committee soon. The committees abstained.
reported a combined cash
balance of $3,579 as of the end
of 2021. RECOMMENDED
ACTION: Waive
EIS due 1/31/2022 was filed
3/19/2022. Official had difficulty
accessing the online system
used to file her EIS and due to
changes in her investments she A roll call
had difficulty ascertaining what Approve the vote was
5. Kristen Eide- information she needed to pp p K I
Tollefson $45 LFF 2 complete her EIS. Official is sta . taken. A
: Annual ; . Soule recommendation | members
(Environmental | $1,000 CP leaving the EQB and has paid .
. EIS " . for requests 5 voted in
Quality Board) $55 of the late filing fee, which is throuah 6 the
the amount that had accrued as 9 affirmative

of the date of a letter mailed by
Board staff in early March,
leaving a balance of $1,045.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Waive CP leaving balance of $45
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6. Jonathan
Weinhagen
(3036)

$850 LFFs

1st 2020
Lobbyist
(x2)
2nd
2021
Lobbyist
(x2)

Reports due for two principals on
6/15/2020 were filed 7/8/2020,
resulting in LFFs of $400 each.
Reports due for two principals on
1/18/2022 were filed one day
late, resulting in LFFs of $25
each. Lobbyist states that he did
not receive mailed reminders
concerning the reports due
6/15/2020 due to the pandemic.
Lobbyist also did not receive
email reminders because his
email address changed in 2017
and he did not amend his
lobbyist registration to provide
the new email address. The
reports due on 6/15/2020
disclosed no disbursements.
Lobbyist had difficulty accessing
the online reporting system on
1/18/2022, causing the reports
due that day to be filed one day
late. RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Waive LFFs for 2021 reports and
reduce LFFs for 2020 reports to
$100 each

Soule

Approve the
staff
recommendation
for requests 5
through 6

A roll call
vote was
taken. All
members
voted in
the
affirmative.
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7. Hausman
(Alice)
Volunteer
Committee
(12313)

$975 LFF

2021
Year-
End

Report due 1/31/2022 was filed
3/28/2022. Treasurer
experienced a death in his
immediate family less than a
week before the report was due
and both the treasurer and
candidate contacted Board staff
seeking an extension. Candidate
states that she spoke with the
treasurer and she initially
believed the report had been
filed. Candidate eventually asked
someone else to prepare the
report. The committee reported a
cash balance of $15,150 as of
the end of 2021 and the
candidate is not seeking re-
election. Board staff is not
making a recommendation. While
the Board has typically waived a
late filing fee when the treasurer
has experienced a death in their
immediate family, in this instance
it took nearly two months for the
committee to file the report
despite outreach from Board
staff. RECOMMENDED ACTION:
No recommendation

Swanson

Reduce LFF to
$500

A roll call
vote was
taken. All
members
voted in
the
affirmative.
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Treasurer mistakenly filed
another copy of the committee's
2020 year-end report via the
CFR software on the due date,
1/31/2022, rather than a 2021
year-end report. Board staff
attempted to call the treasurer
2/11/2022 regarding the missing
report. A notice was mailed to the
treasurer, who is the candidate's
spouse, but they were out of
state and did not receive the

notice until the middle or end of Cortc;“v(v::;l
March. Treasurer then worked .

8- Joe Sarofalo | g1 000 LFF | 2902 | with Board staff and filed a 2021 Waive CP, | taken. Al
or House Year- Swanson reduce LFF to members
(18517) $1,000 CP End year-end no-change state_ment $500 voted in

on 3/31/2022. The committee the
reported a cash balance of affirmative
$4,150. Board staff is not making '
a recommendation. While the
Board has typically waived a late
filing fee the first time that a
committee has mistakenly filed
the wrong report, in this instance
it took two months for the
committee to file the correct
report despite attempts by Board
staff to contact the treasurer.
RECOMMENDED ACTION: No
recommendation
9. Ms. Breitinger appeared by telephone, explained her request, and answered questions from
members prior to a motion being made on the request listed below.
Report due 1/18/2022 was filed
1/26/2022. Lobbyist filed reports
for eight other principals by the
due date but mistakenly did not Cort(()a”vS:!
o senner
Breitinger $150 LFF 2021 . o Flynn Waive members
(9098) Lobbyist There was no mot!on on this voted in
request at the April 2022 Board the
meeting and the lobbyist is ' .
affirmative.

seeking reconsideration.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
None
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B. Informational Items

1. Payment of civil penalty for prohibited contribution during legislative session

Minnesotans for Julie Blaha, $250
Denise Specht, $125

2. Payment of late filing fee for 2022 15t quarter report of receipts and expenditures

OAK PAC, $100
Legal Marijuana Now Party, $25

3. Payment of late filing fee for 2021 year-end report of receipts and expenditures

60th Senate District RPM, $900

Somali American Women Political Action Committee, $550
15A House District RPM, $225

1st Congressional District IPMN, $225

Nobles County DFL, $50

Kittson County DFL, $25

5th Congressional District IPMN, $25

Citizens for Diane Napper, $25

4. Payment of late filing fee for 2021 Annual EIS

Bruce Lawrence, $35
Kristen Eide-Tollefson, $55 (partial payment)

5. Forwarded anonymous contributions

Sullivan (Thomas) For The House, $277.96
Sammy T McCarty 4 Minnesota, $200

PRIMA FACIE DETERMINATION

Mr. Sigurdson presented members with a memorandum regarding this matter that is attached to and
made a part of these minutes. Mr. Sigurdson told members that a complaint filed against the Mort (Erik
Mortensen) for House committee was dismissed because it concerned an issue that is outside the
jurisdiction of the Board.
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LEGAL COUNSEL’'S REPORT

Mr. Hartshorn presented members with a legal report that is attached to and made a part of these
minutes. Mr. Hartshorn told members that a default judgment hearing regarding Ms. Rhoades was held
and Ms. Rhoades was given more time to file an answer to the complaint. Mr. Hartshorn explained that
if an answer is filed he intends to file a motion for summary judgment.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chair Rashid recessed the regular session of the meeting and called to order the executive session.
Upon recess of the executive session, the chair had nothing to report into regular session.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned by the chair.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sigurdson
Executive Director

Attachments:

Executive Director’'s Report — Board Operations

Memorandum regarding prima facie determination finding no violation
Legal report
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD

May 9, 2022
Blazing Star Room
Centennial Office Building

MINUTES
The meeting was called to order by Chair Rashid.

Members present: Asp (by Webex), Flynn (by Webex), Leppik (by Webex), Rashid, Soule (by Webex),
Swanson (joined by Webex during executive session)

Others present: Sigurdson, Engelhardt, Olson, staff; Hartshorn (by Webex), counsel

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The following motion was made:
Member Leppik’'s motion: To adopt the agenda.

Vote on motion: A roll call vote was taken. Five members voted in the affirmative,
Swanson was absent.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chair Rashid recessed the regular session of the meeting and called to order the executive session.
Upon recess of the executive session, the chair had nothing to report into regular session.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned by the chair.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Sigurdson
Executive Director
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Board Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 2022

Meetings are at 10:30 A.Mm. unless otherwise noted.

2022
Wednesday, July 6
Wednesday, August 3
Wednesday, September 7
Wednesday, October 5
Wednesday, November 2

Wednesday, December 7






MINNESOTA

wt ~ CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD
V. Byl

Date: May 25, 2022

To: Board Members
From: Jeff Sigurdson, Executive Director Telephone: 651-539-1189

Re: Executive Director's Report — Board Operations

Board Operations - Reporting Periods

Campaign Finance Program: Notices of the need to file the second report of receipts and
expenditures were sent to 486 constitutional office candidates, political committees, pollical
funds, and political party state central committees and legislative caucuses. The second report
covers the period from January 1 to May 31, 2022. The report is due on June 14, 2022.
Legislative candidates and local party units do not file this report.

Lobbying Program: The lobbyist disbursement report covering the period of January 1 through
May 31, 2022, is due on June 15, 2022. Disbursement reports are expected from 779 lobbyists,
many of whom report for multiple principals.

Economic Interest Statement Program: The candidate filing period for 2022 opened on May 17,
and closes on May 31, 2022. Candidates who file for state level office are provided a filing
packet from the Board with information and forms needed to register a committee, sign the
public subsidy agreement, and file an Economic Interest Statement (EIS). Staff provided over
1,300 packets to filing officers throughout the state. An EIS statement must be filed by all
constitutional and legislative candidates, both incumbents and challengers, within 14 days of
filing an affidavit of candidacy. Information disclosed within EIS statements filed by candidates
is available for review on the Board’s website.

Update on Legislation

The state government omnibus bill that contains modifications to Chapter 10A is HF 4293. In
addition to serving as the bill for all issues under the jurisdiction of the state government and
elections committees, the bill also became the vehicle for all issues related to transportation and
state pensions. A conference committee did not resolve all differences between the Senate and
House positions before the end of session.

If there is a special session, and assuming a final agreement can be reached, HF 4293 would
impact Chapter 10A in two areas. It would prohibit the type of meeting location for legislators
and lobbyists described in Advisory Opinion 454; and it would lower the threshold amount of
financial activity that requires registration of a candidate committee, party unit, political
committee, or political fund, from $750 to $200.
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Date: May 25, 2022
To: Board members

Counsel Hartshorn
From: Andrew Olson, Legal/Management Analyst
Subject: Enforcement report for consideration at the June 1, 2022 Board meeting
A. Consent Items
1. Administrative termination of lobbyist Cort Holten (2961)

Mr. Holten died on April 8, 2022. Board staff terminated his lobbyist registrations on behalf of 10
principals as of that date. Another lobbyist has filed registration forms making her the designated
lobbyist for the principals for which Mr. Holten was previously the designated lobbyist and making her
the reporting lobbyist for Mr. Holten’s disbursements during early 2022.

2. Withdrawal of lobbyist registration of Jeremy Schroeder (2926)

On May 12, 2022, Mr. Schroeder registered as a lobbyist for 635 Van Buren LLC. After discussing his
registration with Board staff Mr. Schroeder realized that he will not reach the monetary threshold to be
defined as a lobbyist in 2022 and he has requested that his lobbyist registration be withdrawn.

B. Discussion Items
1. Request for retroactive termination of lobbyists Ani Backa (3085) and Nancy Ryan (4646)

Rick Evans, the designated lobbyist for Xcel Energy Services, Inc., has requested the retroactive
administrative termination of Ani Backa and Nancy Ryan as lobbyists for that principal. Ms. Backa
ceased being employed by the principal in 2017. Ms. Ryan was employed by a contractor and has not
provided any services to the principal since 2020. The principal attempted to contact each lobbyist to
ask them to file a termination statement but neither has done so. Mr. Evans has requested that

Ms. Backa'’s lobbyist registration be terminated effective January 1, 2018, and that Ms. Ryan’s lobbyist
registration be terminated effective January 1, 2021. There are no outstanding disbursement reports.



C. Waiver Requests

Late Fee/

Committee/ Civil Report Factors Prior Recommended
Entity Penalty Due Waivers Action
Report due 4/14/2022 was filed one day
Howe (John) late. Candidate was out of town attending
Volunteer 2022 1st to a seriously ill family member the day the
e $25 LFF Quarter report was due and was unable to file the No Waive
(17726) report until the following day. The report
was a no-change statement listing a cash
balance of $17,061.
Automotive Report due 4/14/2022 was filed 4/18/2022.
Service Treasurer completed the report on time but
Political Action $50 LFF AL I ]tche ﬁommtljt_teels ciiiee managgr Tenl 2 bl No Waive
Committee Quarter amily medical emergency and was unable
(30699) to scan and email the report until after the
due date.
EIS due 1/31/2022 was filed 2/15/2022, the
day the late filing fee began to accrue.
Tarrvl Clark Official was unsure of how to complete a
(St)éarns 2021 portion of her EIS but spoke with Board
Sl $5 LFF Annual EIS staff and thought she had filed her EIS a No Waive
Commissi())/ner) few days before the late fee began to
accrue. It appears that she saved her
information but did not click the submit
button.
Report due 3/15/2022 was filed one day
late. Principal's CFO, who used to
complete the report each year, retired, and
MN Assn of the contractor that is handling the
Wheat 2021 principal's finances wasn't contacted by the
S $25 LFF Lobbyist principal until the afternoon the report was No Waive
(3607) Principal | due. Principal's registration information has
now been updated to list the contractor as
the principal's contact. Principal has been
registered with the Board since 1995 and
has no recent history of late filings.
Report due 4/14/2022 was filed 5/10/2022.
Treasurer was out of the country at the
time the report came due and did not
return until early May. The report is a no-
change statement and lists a cash balance
NAPAC-MN 2022 1st | of $211. Staff's recommendation to waive .
uarter the is based on the fact that the
(30699) HBULEE | g he LFE is based on the fact that th e B

committee did not accept contributions or
make expenditures in excess of $750 prior
to the end of the reporting period and
therefore was not required to register with
the Board.




Revol Greens
MN, LLC
(7758)

$525 LFF

2021
Lobbyist
Principal

Report due 3/15/2022 was filed 4/13/2022.
Principal's contact person was no longer
employed by the principal when notices
regarding the report were sent. Principal
reported no spending on lobbying and
principal's sole lobbyist reported that no
disbursements were made and no
compensation was received in excess of
$500. Principal's sole lobbyist was
terminated as of the end of 2021 so the
principal will not need to file reports in the
future unless a new lobbyist is registered
on its behalf.

No

Reduce to $200

Marti (Michael)
for Minnesota
(18693)

$625 LFF

2022 1st
Quarter

Report due 4/14/2022 was filed 5/19/2022.
Candidate suspended his campaign in
Dec. 2021 and informed Board staff that a
termination report would soon be filed.
Treasurer attempted to enter the
committee's only 2022 disbursement within
the CFR software but received an error
message regarding the date of the
transaction because he had not initialized
the 2022 calendar year within the software.
Treasurer misinterpreted that message to
mean that he needed to wait and later file a
2022 year-end report. Board staff had
difficulty contacting the committee because
the only email address provided was not
being monitored by the committee. The
report filed 5/19/2022 is a termination
report.

No

Reduce to $200

MN350 Action
Fund (30699)

$1,000
LFF

2021 Year-
End

Report due 1/31/2022 was filed 5/2/2022.
In late 2021 and early 2022, Board staff
worked with the fund to amend its 2020
year-end report. The fund then completed
a 2021 year-end report but forgot to file it
due to an internal miscommunication within
the supporting association's staff. Because
this is a political fund, Board staff did not
know that a 2021 year-end report needed
to be filed until contacting the fund
regarding a cash balance discrepancy in
late April of 2022. The fund then promptly
filed the missing report, which resolved the
balance discrepancy. The fund reported a
cash balance of $8,073 as of 3/31/2022.

No

Reduce to $500

D. Informational Items

1. Payment of late filing fee for 2022 15t quarter report of receipts and expenditures

Minnesota Organization of Republican Veterans (MORVets), $25

Pediatric Home Service PAC, $25

Howe (John) Volunteer Committee, $25
NASW-MN PACE, $25
Minneapolis Downtown Council PAC, $25




Payment of late filing fee for 2021 year-end report of receipts and expenditures

LeSueur County DFL, $625

Hausman (Alice) Volunteer Committee, $500
Joe Garofalo for House, $500

4th Congressional District GPM, $150

Goff Public PAC, $25

Payment of late filing fee for 2020 year-end report of receipts and expenditures
Minneapolis Downtown Council PAC, $25

Payment of late filing fee for September 2020 report of receipts and expenditures
Goff Public PAC, $25

Payment of late filing fee for lobbyist disbursement report due 1/18/2022

F. Clayton Tyler, $100
David Skilbred, $25

Payment of late filing fee for lobbyist disbursement report due 6/15/2020

Leili Fatehi, $500
Jonathan Weinhagen, $200 ($100 x 2)

Payment of late filing fee for lobbyist principal report due 3/15/2022

Midwest Agri-Commaodities, $350

MN Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, $275
Andersen Corp, $250

Christopher Abdul-Haqq, $225

Hayward Solar LLC, $225

IBEW Local 160, $75

Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness, $50

CEAP (Community Emergency Assistance Program), $25
OutFront MN, $25

Payment of late filing fee for 2021 Annual EIS

Kristen Eide-Tollefson, $55 (final partial payment)



Lobbyist Cort Holten (2961)

Summit Government Affairs

summit government affairs consulting, llc Conentting L
161 St. Anthony Avenue
Suite 820

St. Paul, MN 55103
T:651.291.1900

MEMORANDUM F:651.291.0846
TO: Erika Ross, Campaign Finance & Public Disclosure Board

FROM: Denise J. Gill and Nancy L. Silesky

DATE: May 11, 2022

RE: Cort Holten Lobbyist Registration Terminations (2961)

As we talked about on the phone last week, Cort Holten passed away on April 8, 2022. Please
terminate Cort Holten’s lobbyist registrations as of April 8, 2022, for the following associations:

Cigar Assn of America, Inc.

Eli Lilly & Co

Horsemens Benevolent & Protective Assn, Inc.
MN Electronic Security & Technology Assn
MN Inter-County Assn

MN Police & Peace Officers Assn

MN Propane Gas Assn

Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc.

Verizon Wireless

Vertex Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Attached are the amended lobbyist registrations for Nancy Silesky so that she will be reporting for Cort
this period. After we send in the reports in June, | will send you an email reminding you to remove Cort
so that Nancy will no longer be reporting for him going forward.

Please let us know if you need anything else.
Thanks,

Denise
651-343-6230


AndrewO
Highlight


Lobbyist Jeremy Schroeder (2926)

From: jeremy schroeder <schroeder.jeremy@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 11:41 AM

To: Ross, Erika (CFB) <Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Lobbyist Registration

Hi Erika,

Thanks again for your help and patience. | will not meet the $3000 threshold in paid work by the end of
the year for this entity, could you please withdraw my lobbyist registration?

Kind regards,

Jeremy Schroeder
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Lobbyist Ani Backa (3085)
Lobbyist Nancy Ryan (4646)

TO: Campaign Finance Board
FROM: Rick Evans, Xcel Energy
DATE: May 24, 2022

RE: Lobbyist Terminations for Ani Backa and Nancy Ryan

With this memorandum | am filing Lobbyist Termination forms for two lobhyists who are currently
registered as Lobbyists for Xcel Energy Services, Inc.

Ani Backa was an employee of Xcel Energy working as a Community Relations Manager, with
responsibility for our relationship with the City of Minneapolis. Ms. Backa left employment at Xcel
Energy in 2017. We have made numerous requests to Ms. Backa to file a lobbyist termination form with
the Board. We have been unable to reach her for the last year.

Ms, Backa is no longer a lobbyist for Xcel Energy and we respectfully request that her registraticn be
terminated.

| was the designated lobbyist for Xcel Energy and all lobbyist disbursements were previously reported by
me during the entirety of Ms. Backa’'s employment.

Nancy Ryan was/is an employee of Eneréy and Environment Economics, Inc. located in San Francisco,
CA. She was retained as a consultant and possible expert witness for Xcel Energy in the rate case filed
with the Public Utilities Commission in November 2019. That rate case was suspended in 2020. We
have made numerous requests to Ms. Ryan to file a lobbyist termination form, but have not had any
response from her.

Xcel Energy has not retained Ms. Ryan for any services since 2020 and we respectfully request that her
registration be terminated.

| was the designated lobbyist for Xcel Energy and previously reported all the disbursements made for
Ms. Ryan during the entirety of her contract.

Please let me know if you need any further information in order to terminate the registrations of these
individuals.
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Minnesota
Campaign Finance Board

190 Centennial Office Building, 658 Cedar St, St Paul, MN 55155  hitps://cfb.mn.gov/

Lobbyist Termination Statement

ng instructions

* This statement must be completed and filed with a Lobbyist Disbursement Repart when terminating a lobbyist
registration.

* This form may be emailed to cf.board@state.mn.us or faxed to 651-539-1196 or 800-357-4114.

¢ All information on this form or report is public information and may be published on the Board's website at
hitps:/fcfb.mn.gov/

* Do not use pencil or red ink to complete this form.
* Board staff may afso be reached by phone at 651-539-1187 or 800-657-3889 or by email at cf board@state.mn.us.

Lobbyist information

CAMPAIGN EINANCE BDARD

Name of lobhyist Registration number

Nancy Ryan 4646

Address
last known: 44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1500
Cily, state, 2ip Telephane
San Francisco, CA 94104 (Daytime) unknown
Name of association, individual, political subdivision or public higher education system represented Registration number

Xcel Energy Services, Inc. 660

Date of termination: - [ - LO 2’¢

Print or type name of lobbyist

{ ZI&L‘ EVML S , certify that this report is complete, true, and correct.

Pt 52422

Signature of lobbyist Date

Any person who signs and certifies to be true a report or statement which the person knows contains false

information, or who knowingly omits required information, is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the Board of

up to $3,000 and is subject to criminal prosecution for a gross misdemeanor.

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by calling
651-539-1180, 800-657-3889, or through the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529.

Page 1 of 2




Designated lobbyist statu

I:l i was the designated lobbyist for this association.

Complete onea of the following three sections
I:l | was a self-reporting lobbyist and:

O | have no disbursements to report for the current reporting perlod.

OR

[ 1 have enclosed a Lobbyist Disbursement Report disclosing disbursements made during the
currant reporting period.

Lobbying disbursements made by me during the period from the last report filed through my
termination are being reported by:

Rick Evans 500

Name of lobbyist: Lobbyist registration #:

I:I | was the reporting lobbyist for:

Name of lobbyist(s) | reported for Lobbyist reg. #

[0 The enclosed Lobbyist Disbursement Report includes disbursements made by the lobbyists | am
authorized to report for.

OR

[ The enclosed Lobbyist Disbursement Report does not include disbursements made by the lobbyists { am
authorized to report for.




Minnesota
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180 Centennial Office Building, 658 Cedar St, St Paul, MN 55155  https://cfb.mn.gov/

Lobbyist Termination Statement

Filing instructions

* This statement must be completed and filed with a Lobbyist Disbursement Report when terminating a fobbyist
reqistration.

* This form may be emailed to cf.hoard@state.mn.us or faxed to 651-539-1196 or 800-357-4114.

* All information on this form or report is public information and may be published on the Board’s website at
hitps://cfb.mn.gov/

* Do not use pencil or red ink to complete this form.
* Board staff may also he reached by phone at 651-539-~1187 or 800-657-3889 or by email at cf.board@state.mn.us.

Lobbyist informa

Name of lobbyist Registration number

Ani Backa 3085

Address
last known: 414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor

Telephane

Minneapolis, MN 55104 Cavtme) — unknown

Name of association, individual, palitical subdivision or public higher education system represented

City, state, zip

Registration number

Xcel Energy Setrvices, Inc. 660

Date of termination: /"" ’— - 2'0, 8

. Certification

I, R\ C k E \/ﬂ/ Vl _9 , certify that this report is complete, true, and correct.

Frint or type name of lobbyist

y-24—2=2_

Signature of lobbyist Date

Any person who signs and certifies to be true a report or statement which the person knows contains false
information, or who knowingly omits required information, is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the Board of
up to $3,000 and is subject to criminal prosecution for a gross misdemeanor.

This document is available in aiternative formats to individuais with disabilities by calling
651-539-1180, 800-657-3889, or through the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529,

Page 1 of 2




. Designated lobbyist status

I:I | was the designated lobbyist for this association.

 Lobbyist reporting status

Complete one of the following three sections

|:| | was a self-reporting lobbyist and:

[ 1 have no disbursements to report for the current reporting period.

OR

[ I have enclosed a Lobbyist Disbursement Report disclosing disbursements made during the

current reporting period.,

Lobbying disbursements made by me during the period from the last report filed through my

fermination are being reported by:

Rick Evans

Name of lobbyist:

I:I | was the reporting lobbyist for:

Lobbyist registration #:

500

Name of lobbyist{s) | reported for

Lobbyist reg. #

[0 The enclosed Lobbyist Disbursement Report ingludes disbursements made by the lobbyists | am

authaorized to report for,

OR

[ The enclosed Lobbyist Disbursement Report does not include disbursements made by the lobbyists | am

authorized to report for.




Howe (John) Volunteer Committee (17726)
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Automotive Service Political Action Committee (40683)
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Tarryl Clark (Stearns County Commissioner)

From: Tarryl Clark

To: Stevens, Melissa (CFB)

Subject: Requesting waiver of $5 filing penalty & question about whether to amend filing
Date: Friday, May 06, 2022 7:11:07 AM

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services
Security Operations Center.

Good morning,

I’m requesting a waiver of the $5 filing penalty for my county commissioner statement of economic interest. | was
unclear about how/if to report some income from 2021 - and contacted staff later than I should have - on or about
February 10. I did not yet have a 1099 and was unsure whether or if | met the threshold for reporting some contract
work | did/do. After talking to staff, | left for D.C. and completed and submitted the online report that night. |
thought it went through. However, | woke up in the middle of the night on 2/14-15 panicking and checked again
given the date. Although I could see the work | completed, the page did not show it submitted. | submitted it and
double checked - it was accepted. | recognize | was late, but believe | made it within the grace time - including the
second attempt which was well before opening of business on 2/15, but may have technically been after midnight.
This was almost a comedy — if it weren’t that the filing was considered late enough to impose a fine. | apologize
and already have my calendar notated to get it in early next year.

Ironically, once | received my 1099, | learned | didn’t make enough to report it as an interest. In addition to the
request to remove the fine, | am asking whether | should amend the interest as there was insufficient income to have
required the disclosure or keep it as is since I’m still doing that contracted work.

Thank you for your time - you can reach me at 320-224-4944,

Tarryl Clark


mailto:tarrylclark320@gmail.com
mailto:melissa.stevens@state.mn.us
AndrewO
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Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers (3607)

Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers
2600 Wheat Drive « Red Lake Falls, MN 56750
Phone: 218-253-4311 « mnwheat.org

April 29, 2022

Megan Engelhardt

Minnesota Campaign Finance Board
Suite 190

Centennial Office Building

658 Cedar Street

St. Paul, MN 55155-1603

RE: Lobbyist Principal Report due on 03/15/2022
Dear Ms. Engelhardt,

Your letter was received by Charlie Vogel of MN Association of Wheat Growers
regarding a fee of $25.00 due to late filing of the Lobbyist Principal Report due
03/15/2022. This report was submitted the morning of 03/16/2022, one day late.

Ag Management Solutions, with the retirement of MN Wheat Grower Association’s
finance director, assumed all financial duties for MN Wheat Growers Association. Email
conversations between myself and Erika Ross resulted with the letter sent to me on
03/16/2022 at 9:54am. The report was successfully submitted before 10:34am that
same day.

We ask that the $25.00 fee be waived given the circumstances above. You may direct
any questions or comments to Charlie Vogel at Minnesota Wheat Growers Association
or directly to me at the information show below.

Thank you for your consideration,

T3 Q7 R \Od b

Beth Roemhildt
Grant and Contract Administrator
Ag Management Solutions
Representing Minnesota Wheat Growers Association
1020 Innovation Lane
Mankato, MN 56001
507-385-7540

CC: Charlie Vogel - Executive Director - Minnesota Wheat Growers Association


AndrewO
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From: Ross, Erika (CFB)

Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 9:54 AM

To: Beth Roemhildt <Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com>

Cc: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>

Subject: RE: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

Sorry, here is the correct document.

Erika Ross

Program Administrator

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board
(651) 539-1187

R MINNESOTA

I CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

From: Beth Roemhildt <Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 9:42 AM

To: Ross, Erika (CFB) <Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us>

Cc: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>

Subject: FW: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

| don’t believe this is correct. Please advise.

Beth Roemhildt

Grants & Contracts Administrator
Ag Management Solutions

151 Saint Andrews Court

Suite 710

Mankato, MN 56001
507-388-1635

! .'ZI-'.I.' _I

From: Ross, Erika (CFB) <Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 9:14 AM



mailto:Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com
mailto:Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us
mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us

To: Beth Roemhildt <Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com>
Cc: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>
Subject: RE: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

Good Morning,

Attached to this email you will find the login credentials and filing instructions for the principal reporting
system. Please let me know if you have any questions on filing the 2021 Annual Report of Lobbyist
Principal.

Thank you,

Erika Ross

Program Administrator

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board
(651) 539-1187

R MINNESOTA

I CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

From: Beth Roemhildt <Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com>

Sent: Wednesday, March 16, 2022 8:58 AM

To: Ross, Erika (CFB) <Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us>

Subject: FW: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022
Importance: High

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security
Operations Center.

Good morning Erika,

Ag Management Solutions began caring for Minnesota Wheat Association’s finances in August of 2021
after their finance director retired. Minnesota Wheat cannot locate the letter sent to them to complete
this report. Will you please send me the login information for Minnesota Wheat or if that is not
possible, send it to Charlie Vogel (email address below), the executive Director of MN Wheat who will
forward it to me for completion of this task. Our apologies for the oversight.

Thank you for your attention to this!

Beth Roemhildt
Grants & Contracts Administrator


mailto:Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com
mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:Beth@agmgmtsolutions.com
mailto:Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us

Ag Management Solutions
representing Minnesota Wheat Research & Promotion Council
and Minnesota Wheat Growers Association
151 Saint Andrews Court
Suite 710
Mankato, MN 56001
507-388-1635

From: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 2:51 PM

To: Scott Miller <scott@agmgmtsolutions.com>

Subject: FW: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

| have not seen a letter come here. | asked Bruce if he had seen it and below is his response. Do | need
to call and try to locate?

Charlie

From: Bruce Kleven <klevlaw@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 2:50 PM

To: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>

Subject: Re: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

I haven't; that letter does not get sent to me so | don't have it. Maybe call the campaign finance
board at 651-539-1187 and see what they say. BK

From: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>

To: Bruce Kleven <klevlaw@aol.com>

Sent: Tue, Mar 15, 2022 2:05 pm

Subject: RE: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

Have you happened to see a letter with log-in credentials to complete the form?
Charlie

From: Bruce Kleven <klevlaw@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 1:15 PM



mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:scott@agmgmtsolutions.com
mailto:klevlaw@aol.com
mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:klevlaw@aol.com
mailto:klevlaw@aol.com

To: Charlie Vogel <cvogel@mnwheat.com>
Subject: Fwd: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022

Hi Charlie,

Gail used to file this every March - do you need assitance with it? BK

----- Original Message-----

From: Ross, Erika (CFB) <Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us>

To: klevlaw@aol.com <klevlaw@aol.com>

Sent: Tue, Mar 15, 2022 12:01 pm

Subject: Annual Report of Lobbyist Principal due today, March 15, 2022
Date: March 15, 2022.

To: Bruce Kleven

The Campaign Finance Board would like your help in reminding your association that the Annual Report
of Lobbyist Principal is due Today, March 15, 2022. At the date and time of this email, Board records
show the association you are/were registered for -- MN Assn of Wheat Growers, Reg# 3607 -- has not
yet filed the report.

Please assist us in reminding the association to file the report as soon as possible, as the fee for filing a
late report will begin on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, at $25.00 per day.

The letter with the username and password needed to file electronically was mailed to the individual
identified as the contact person for the association. If the association has questions or needs assistance
in filing the report, please have them contact our office at the phone number or email address below.

Thank you for your help.

Erika Ross

Program Administrator

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board

658 Cedar Avenue, Ste 190

St Paul MN 55155

Tel: 651-539-1187

Fax: 651-296-1722

Email: Erika.t.ross@state.mn.us
https://cfb.mn.gov

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


mailto:cvogel@mnwheat.com
mailto:Erika.T.Ross@state.mn.us
mailto:klevlaw@aol.com
mailto:klevlaw@aol.com
mailto:Erika.t.ross@state.mn.us
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcfb.mn.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CBeth%40agmgmtsolutions.com%7C1b2eebe61c624b21035908da075cc9cb%7C71a410fb42d64b6fa4a9b0bf90db7b72%7C0%7C0%7C637830392399302855%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=WzZK8xHTvyorsXHyrf%2FCNK%2BMOmXflF47LrSK99X5ti4%3D&reserved=0

NAPAC-MN (41276)

From: Momah, Samuel <sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 3:17 PM

To: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB) <megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us>

Cc: Stevens, Melissa (CFB) <melissa.stevens@state.mn.us>; Samuel Momah <smomahl@icloud.com>
Subject: MN Campaign Finance Report 5-10-22

Megan,

Please accept my apology for sending this report late. | was out of the country since early April and just
returned this last weekend only to find out that this report is late. Please grant me a waiver for the late
fee accordingly. Let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks.

Dr. Samuel Momah, Ph.D.

2289 Cascade Plaza North
Woodbury, MN 55125
651-214-4476 (Cell)
sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com

Samuel Momah
Engineering Technician

RELIABLE

PUBLiIC
POWER
Shakopee Public Utilities AmBrican m::xm::aumm

Dir 952-233-1506 - Main 952.445-1988
sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com - www.shakopeeutilities.com



mailto:sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com
mailto:megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us
mailto:melissa.stevens@state.mn.us
mailto:smomah1@icloud.com
mailto:sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com
mailto:sammomah@shakopeeutilities.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shakopeeutilities.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7C0e918f2770af486f1b9008da334e907c%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637878709907787144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YV9uNyLW%2FJSGMg7RMtDmzZ%2BaYVme4j8zgDNaF55pPdU%3D&reserved=0
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Revol Greens MN, LLC (7758)

From: Amy Lester <amy.lester@revolgreens.com>

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2022 12:36 PM

To: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB) <megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us>
Subject: Request for late fees to be waived

Hello Megan —

I’'m requesting that our late filing fees for the Lobbyist Principal Report for Reg No 7758 be waived.
Revol Greens is a company that is growing very quickly. As part of that growth plan, we have
restructured our ownership and many of our management positions. As a result the original request for
the Lobbyist Principal Report did not get to anyone at Revol Greens. It went to a former employee

whose contact information is no longer active.

We have now updated the email address and contact information, so we will get future notifications
timely.

Please let me know your thought on this matter —

Thank you

Amy

Amy Lester
Group Controller
Phone 952-465-4095

Revol Greens

Revolutionizing Fresh in MN - CA - GA
Coming 2022: Temple, TX

oo

Www.revolgreens.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message, and any documents, files, or previous email messages
attached to it, may contain information that is confidential and proprietary, and it intended for the sole
use of the intended recipient. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.


mailto:amy.lester@revolgreens.com
mailto:megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.revolgreens.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7Cd8c3e32c40e74ebe6ddb08da2a092ae6%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637868516105872042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2DX1anaSeh9mdtjDb9RVDt1R6PEZ83bfj%2BeQT4aPTEk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FRevolGreens%2F%3F__tn__%3D%252Cd%252CP-R%26eid%3DARBHqNGX5R8Ijjbc7eszLqG6xIyUaG3VSqX50Jub9ZVeaaYdfBqFDEL8D5cPCrpN8Z96TuivOxM2uWUU&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7Cd8c3e32c40e74ebe6ddb08da2a092ae6%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637868516105872042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CugX0%2BARXCLz94dIghjLBHQVgJ%2B9IMZBtWPddFOFbfU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Frevolgreens%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7Cd8c3e32c40e74ebe6ddb08da2a092ae6%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637868516105872042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BT26TCWkV09BVmyRPpqhAitaZ9RDtS1pOg0kyDnQMsA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frevolgreens.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7Cd8c3e32c40e74ebe6ddb08da2a092ae6%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637868516105872042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VU6jDDpJEPBlsGpEzQsG105xAaasOOlWPKgvVtmUtgY%3D&reserved=0
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Marti (Michael) for Minnesota (18693)

From: B Reese <finance@mikemarti.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2022 2:40 PM

To: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB) <megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us>
Cc: Michael Marti <MM@ mikemarti.com>

Subject: Marti 4 Minnesota - Request for a waiver of late filing fee

Dear Campaign Finance Board,

| am requesting forgiveness and grace in regards to the late filing for the close-out of a loan in the CFR
tool.

The source of the error was a final loan payment occurring in early January. When doing the year-end
reporting for 2021, the CFR tool informed me the transaction could not be included due to the date and
needed to be part of a 2022 report. | misinterpreted this to mean | had to wait for a year-end report for
2022.

| would like to include a special thank you to Megan for the assistance given to me. It would have taken
me a considerable amount of time to figure out the corrective actions.

Thank you,
Brett Reese


mailto:finance@mikemarti.com
mailto:megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us
mailto:MM@mikemarti.com
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MN350 Action Fund (30699)

From: Brett Benson <brett@mn350.org>

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2022 2:43 PM

To: Olson, Andrew (CFB) <Andrew.D.Olson@state.mn.us>
Cc: Tee McClenty <tee@mn350.org>

Subject: request from MN350 for waiver of late fee

Hi, Andrew -- As you know, MN350 recently submitted its 2021 year-end report late enough to incur a
$1,000 fee. I'm writing to request a waiver of that late fee, based on these mitigating factors:

e The staff member who previously submitted our CFB reports left the organization in 2021,
leaving us with an unfortunate knowledge gap.

e To help fill that gap, MN350 retained an outside accounting firm whose responsibilities included
completing and submitting CFB reports.

e InJanuary, the outside accounting firm discovered errors in one of our previously submitted CFB
reports. The firm recommended that we correct the errors and submit a revised report before
submitting the 2021 year-end report. That caused us to miss the deadline by 2-3 weeks.

e After we submitted the revised report, the accounting firm generated the 2021 year-end report.
However, there was uncertainty within our staff about who was officially designated to submit
the report. In the process of sorting that out, it appears two staff members both mistakenly
thought the other was going to submit the report. It was only when your office contacted us
that we realized the report had not been submitted.

This sequence points to a need to shore up internal processes after staff transitions in 2021. We have
already taken steps to accomplish that and are committed to delivering on-time reports in the future.

Best regards,
Brett

Brett Benson

Deputy Director/MN350 & MN350 Action
651-368-1226

Follow @MN_350

Like MN350


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMN_350&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7C2d4f3de414b94c9c7dd008da2ecf88cf%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637873766136858294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u7I%2Fj0AohksDEIup7qGwpoh9yw1TcGzJ5Tx%2BM%2BReJCI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMN350%2F&data=05%7C01%7CAndrew.D.Olson%40state.mn.us%7C2d4f3de414b94c9c7dd008da2ecf88cf%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637873766136858294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MlDMq2EO1g4nEERmnGM%2B%2BXuqA8Eg9HeOPZdYqng00u4%3D&reserved=0
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MINNESOTA

CAMPAIGN FINANCE BOARD

"ﬂ‘ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁ'

Date: May 25, 2022
To: Board members
From: Andrew Olson, Legal/Management Analyst Telephone: 651-539-1190

Re: FEC v. Cruz, No. 21-12, 2022 WL 1528348 (May 16, 2022)

Federal Limit on Loan Repayment using Funds Contributed After an Election

Under federal law the committee of a federal candidate could repay a maximum of $250,000 in
personal loans from the candidate for a given election using contributions received after that
election.! A federal committee using funds received on or before election day to repay loans
from the candidate was required to do so within 20 days of the election.? Any personal loan
balance that exceeded $250,000 as of 20 days after the election was treated as a contribution
from the candidate, meaning that it could not be repaid.®

Federal District Court Decision

One day before the 2018 general election, U.S. Senator Ted Cruz made two loans to his federal
Senate committee totaling $260,000. The committee did not repay any of that balance within 20
days after the election, so $10,000 was converted into a contribution. The committee later
repaid the remaining $250,000 in four payments concluding in December 2018.

In 2019 the Cruz committee brought a declaratory judgment action against the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) alleging that the $250,000 limit violates the First Amendment and that the
FEC’s implementing regulation is arbitrary and capricious. In June 2021 a three-judge district
court panel unanimously granted summary judgment in favor of the Cruz committee.* Because
the action sought declaratory and injunctive relief on the grounds that a portion of the Bipartisan
Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) is unconstitutional, the case was decided by a three-
judge district court panel and that panel's decision was reviewable only by direct appeal to the
United States Supreme Court.®

152 U.S.C. § 30116 (j).
211 C.F.R. § 116.11 (c) (1).
311 C.F.R. § 116.11 (c) (2).
4 Ted Cruz for Senate v. Fed. Election Comm'n, 542 F. Supp. 3d 1 (D.D.C. 2021).
5See 52 U.S.C. § 30110 note.
1


https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/21-12_new_k5fm.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:52%20section:30116)
https://www.fec.gov/regulations/116-11/2021-annual-116#116-11-b-1
https://www.fec.gov/regulations/116-11/2021-annual-116#116-11-b-1
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=10745108693523487564
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:52%20section:30110)

United States Supreme Court Decision

On May 16, 2022, the United States Supreme Court affirmed the district court panel by a 6-3
vote, holding that BCRA Section 304° violates the First Amendment. The Court held that “[b]y
restricting the sources of funds that campaighs may use to repay candidate loans, Section 304
increases the risk that such loans will not be repaid. That in turn inhibits candidates from loaning
money to their campaigns in the first place, burdening core speech.” The Court declined to
decide which level of scrutiny applies to the challenged provisions, determining that they could
not survive review under strict or closely drawn scrutiny because the government failed to
“prove at the outset that it is in fact pursuing a legitimate objective.” The Court emphasized that
it “has recognized only one permissible ground for restricting political speech: the prevention of
‘quid pro quo’ corruption or its appearance.” The Court noted that it has “consistently rejected
attempts to restrict campaign speech based on other legislative aims.”

In explaining why Section 304 does not serve a legitimate interest, the Court said that “the loan-
repayment limitation is yet another in a long line of ‘prophylaxis-upon-prophylaxis approach[es]’
to regulating campaign finance.” The Court noted that individual contributions to federal
candidates are already capped at $2,900 per election. The Court stated that “[b]Jecause the
Government is defending a restriction on speech as necessary to prevent an anticipated harm, it
must . . . point to ‘record evidence or legislative findings’ demonstrating the need to address a
special problem,” while noting that the Court has “never accepted mere conjecture as adequate
to carry a First Amendment burden.” The Court went on to say that “the Government is unable
to identify a single case of quid pro quo corruption in this context—even though most States do
not impose a limit on the use of post-election contributions to repay candidate loans.” The Court
stated that media reports and anecdotes cited by the FEC were insufficient because they
“merely hypothesize that individuals who contribute after the election to help retire a candidate's
debt might have greater influence with or access to the candidate,” and “[t]hat is not the type of
quid pro quo corruption the Government may target consistent with the First Amendment.” The
Court stated that the FEC “may not seek to limit the appearance of mere influence or access”
and while the “line between quid pro quo corruption and general influence may seem vague at
times . . . the distinction must be respected in order to safeguard basic First Amendment rights.”

The FEC referenced a poll in which most respondents considered it likely that a person who
made a contribution to a candidate after an election would expect “a political favor in return.”
However, the Court faulted the poll for not asking the same question regarding contributions
made before an election. Also, the Court said that the poll “failed to define the term ‘political
favor,’ leaving unclear the critical issue whether the respondents associated such contributions
with the direct exchange of money for official acts, which Congress may regulate, or simply
increased influence and access, which Congress may not.”

With respect to the FEC’s argument that using post-election contributions to repay a personal
loan from the candidate is tantamount to a gift, the Court stated that the “comparison is
meaningful only if the baseline is that the campaign will default. The Government, however,
provides no reason to believe that most or even many winning candidates—the only candidates
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with whom its anticorruption interest is concerned—expect not to be repaid by their campaigns.”
The Court noted that two out of every three winning federal candidates have been able to repay
their personal loans, and for such a candidate

post-election contributions bear little resemblance to a gift, because there is less
of a chance that his campaign will default. Such contributions instead restore the
candidate to the status quo ante, a position to which he legitimately expected to
return. As for losing candidates, they are of course in no position to grant official
favors, and the Government does not provide any anticorruption rationale to
explain why post-election contributions to those candidates should be restricted.

In closing the majority opinion states that “the Government has not shown that Section 304
furthers a permissible anticorruption goal, rather than the impermissible objective of simply
limiting the amount of money in politics.”

Potential Impact on Chapter 10A

The decision does not appear to have a direct impact on Chapter 10A, which does not contain
restrictions on the use of contributions received after election day or what funds a candidate
committee may use to repay loans from the candidate. Also, the decision does not address
what level of scrutiny applies to such restrictions. The decision does bolster previous opinions
generally holding that restrictions on campaign speech may only target quid pro quo corruption
or the appearance thereof, including those issued in Thompson v. Hebdon,” McCutcheon v.
FEC,® Citizens United v. FEC,® SpeechNow.org v. FEC, Davis v. FEC,!! and FEC v. National
Conservative Political Action Committee.*?

7 Thompson v. Hebdon, 140 S. Ct. 348 (2019).
8 McCutcheon v. FEC, 572 U.S. 185 (2014) (recognizing that FEC v. Beaumont, 539 U.S. 146 (2003) was
overruled by Citizens United v. FEC).
9 Citizens United v. FEC, 558 U.S. 310 (2010) (explicitly overruling McConnell v. FEC, 540 U.S. 93 (2003)
and Austin v. Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 494 U.S. 652 (1990)).
10 SpeechNow.org v. FEC, 599 F.3d 686, 695 (D.C. Cir. 2010) (recognizing that FEC v. Colorado
Republican Federal Campaign Committee, 533 U.S. 431 (2001) was abrogated by Citizens United v.
FEC).
11 Davis v. FEC, 554 U.S. 724 (2008).
12 FEC v. Nat'l| Conservative Pol. Action Comm., 470 U.S. 480 (1985).
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ACTIVE FILES
Candidate/Treasurer/ Report Missing/ Late Fee/ Referred Date S&C | Default Date
Lobbyist Committee/Agency Violation Civil Penalty to AGO Personally | Hearing Date | Judgment | Case Status
Served Entered
Jenny Rhoades Candidate Statement | $100 LFF 9/23/20 | 6/29/21 | 4/4/22 Rhoades has
of Economic Interest | $1,000CP 1/1/22 missed deadlines
due 6/15/20—filed for filing her
after lawsuit served. answer that the
court has
successively set
for April 18,
May 6, May 10,
and May 24.
Jae Hyun Shim Statement of $100 LFF 9/7/21 2/9/22 Shim filed the
Economic Interest $1,000CP statement on
due 1/25/2021 February 25.
Matter placed on
hold while the
Board provides
Shim an

opportunity to pay
the late fee and
civil penalty.
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